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Learning Outcomes:

1. Students will be able to explain, in well-written prose, what a work of art
is about and how it was produced (i.e. they should be able to articulate
and explain the “content” of that work and its methodology of
production).

2. Students will be able to comment on the relationship between form and
content in a work. How does the 14-line sonnet both enable and inhibit
its practitioner, for example? What are the generic expectations of a
particular form? How does an artist complicate, enrich, or subvert such
expectations?

3. Students will be able to assess the formal aspects of their subject and put
those qualities into words, using, when appropriate, specialized
vocabulary employed in class and readings.

4. Students will be able to contextualize a work of art. They will be able to
do so with respect to other works of art in terms of defining its place
within a broader style or genre. They will also be able to contextualize a
work of art in terms of contemporaneous aesthetic, social, or political
concerns, discussing how these might shape the work’s reception and
how that reception might differ amongst various peoples and historical
periods.

Writing Expectations:

A minimum of 5-7 pages of writing for courses in the Arts and Literature
domain (including studio courses) is required.



